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CONVERSION OF SAUL.

THIS forms a remarkable epocli In THE HISTORY OF THE
CHUIICH, and begins its second chronological division., A.D. 35.

Saul was a Jew,, of the tribe of Benjamin, a native of Tarsus
In Cilicia, where was a celebrated school of philosophy *. He
was educated at Jerusalem, under the famous Gamaliel the
Old, and bred a Pharisee; and was excessively zealous for
THE LAW, Romans ii. 1, Gal. i. 14, Acts xxii. 3? xxvi. 5. He
had-been consenting to the martyrdom of Stephen, and actually
took care of the clothes of the witnesses who stoned him, Acts
vii. 5 83 viii. 1.

Afterwards, he took an active and violent part in the ensuing
persecution of the Christians, Acts viii. 8, xxii. 43 xxvi. 10.
And having received authority from the chief priests, he dragged
the saints, both men and women, from their houses to prison,
and frequently punished them in all the Synagogues; and com-
pelled them to blaspheme or abjure CHRIST throughout Judea,
xxvi, 11.

And being excessively enraged against them on account of
the progress made by the New Religion in foreign cities, and
that, in consequence of the persecution which scattered the
disciples; still breathing out threatening and slaughter, he ap-
plied to the high priest, and got letters of commission from him
and the Presbytery, or Sanhedrim, addressed to the Jewish
Synagogue at Damascus, the capital of Syria; that if he found
any Christians there, men or women, to bring them prisoners to
Jerusalem, He also got letters to the governor of Damascus,
we may presume, to permit them to be brought from his juris-
diction, Acts ix. 2, xxii. 53 xxvi. 12, 2 Cor. xi. 32.

* ** The  Tar sic eloquence" was celebrated for sudden unpremeditated haiangues,
and prompt and ready replies: in which Paul excelled.
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